
Dear Madam or Sir,

I would be most grateful if my application for this vacancy could be kindly considered.
I am currently employed by the European Commission in Brussels as an Expert for proposals evaluation.

I was the only Lebanese national and citizen of a Middle Eastern country at the European Commission from 1989 until 1995, where I have worked with many most honorable officials of the European Commission including HEMr. Emmanuel Constans, Chief of Cabinet of the European Commissioner, HEMs. Christiane Scrivener; HEMr. Jérôme Vignon, Deputy to the President of the European Commission, HEMr. Jacques Delors and Director of the European Commission Think Tank (The Forward Studies Unit of HEMr. Jacques Delors; as well as HEMr. Rene Leray, adviser to HEMr. Jacques Delors.

I have also worked at the United Nations in 1988 and from 1995 until 2003 where I was the only Lebanese national and citizen of a Middle Eastern country in the United Nations Department of Political Affairs (UNDPA) in New York from 2000 until 2002. I was then in charge of the files of Iraq, Kuwait and other Arab Gulf countries. I have also worked with many most honorable officials of the United Nations including with Mr. Giandomenico Picco at the Executive Office of the Secretary-General HEMr. Javier Perez de Cuellar and HEMr. Kofi Annan. HEMr. Picco, who still lives in New York
and is one of my referees, saved Western Hostages in Lebanon in 1992. In 1999, I Promoted EU-Lebanon relations by increasing EU investments and projects in Lebanon, including negotiating the financing of the National Library of Lebanon.

I have taught at many Universities in Lebanon since 2004. I have a PhD from the Sorbonne Nouvelle University (Paris 3) in Geopolitics, I have completed a Post-Graduate Diploma at the University of Cambridge, a Master degree at the Free Brussels University and a BA at the American University of Beirut.

At the European Commission External Relations Department, from 1989 to 1995, I promoted EU-ARAB relations by promoting more understanding of the Arab world in the EU and a better understanding of the EU in the Arab world. I recommended increased EU investments in Arab countries. In 1992, I successfully helped two Lebanese Banks (Byblos Bank and FransaBank) to be the first Arab Banks to conclude framework agreements with the European Union (represented by the European Commission) in the framework of the European Community International Investment Partners (ECIIP). These two banks, the Lebanese Banking sector and the Lebanese Economy have been benefiting from these agreements since.

At the United Nations Department of Political Affairs (UNDPA) in New York from 2000 to 2002, I contributed to reducing the Iraq/Kuwait tension by negotiating with Arab Foreign Ministers the liberation of Kuwaiti detainees in Iraqi prisons notably further to a meeting with the Minister of Defence of Kuwait in London. I wrote briefing notes for HEMr. Kofi Annan on Iraq/Kuwait prior to our meetings with Heads of States and Foreign Ministers in order to promote peace between Iraq and Kuwait.

In 1997​1998, at the United Nations Office of the Humanitarian Coordinator in Iraq, I contributed to reducing the suffering of the Iraqi People by recommending increased Food and Medicines distribution, as Reports Officer. I wrote complete humanitarian reports to the Security Council after receiving the reports of all Specialised Agencies of the United Nations, notably UNESCO, UNICEF, UNDP, WFP, WHO and others.

At the United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO) in 1995-1996, as Political Adviser to the Acting Special Representative of the Secretary-General, HEMr. Erik Jensen, I contributed to progress in the Western Sahara Referendum process by recommending settlements of issues between the Moroccan Government and the POLISARIO Front through political negotiations, and in 1999-2000, as Head of the
Analysis Unit and Head of the Appeals Centre in Casablanca, I also contributed to progress in the Western Sahara Referendum process by increasing the efficiency of the ID Commission.

In 2002-2003, at the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) for Palestine Refugees, in Amman, Jordan, as Senior External Relations and Projects Officer, I actively contributed to the success of the negotiations with Arab Gulf countries, as the only citizen of an Arab country in the three-member negotiating team. As a result, UNRWA received US$ 27 Million from the United Arab Emirates for the reconstruction of the Jenin Palestine Refugee Camp. This success was exceptional because Arab Gulf countries do not usually finance Palestine Refugee projects in order to avoid accepting
responsibility for this issue. The largest donors are the USA and the EU, who, with Japan and other donors increased their donations to UNRWA.

As a Bank Public Relations Manager, responsible for obtaining new business from embassies, NGOs, government departments and Universities, I delivered new business, including three major accounts, 1 embassy, 1 University & 1 NGO in 2007/2008.

In 1993-1994-1995 and since 2004, as a Professor of International Relations, I taught courses for Master degree students, notably the course entitled “work in International Organizations”. Whereas other Professors taught more theoretical International Relations courses, I was the only Professor to teach students how International Organizations work. I also helped my students to get jobs in International Organizations. I held
seminars per semester on Iraq/Kuwait tensions for Masters’ students. I Published papers on the Iraq, Western Sahara, and Palestine refugees conflicts. Details are available on request.

I gave conferences at the Royal Institute of International Affairs, Chatham House in London, French Cultural Center in Beirut, German Cultural Center in Beirut, Brazilian
Government in Rio de Janeiro, and “Mut Zur Ethik” (Courage to Take a Moral Stance) in Switzerland/Austria.

Please accept, dear Madam or Sir, the assurance of my highest and most respectful consideration.


Dr. Roger Achkar
home phone in Lebanon +961-1-265399
I am usually present at home after 8:30PM (Lebanon time)
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